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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN
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Firet Assistant
State Superintendent of Publie Instruetion
Austin, Texas

Dear Bir:

ption gqualified
trustese®?

Your written reque opinion from this
department has !mm sidered., We quote
from your rnqunt: :

"A e a :
a Sommon
age on r-h zo. -
trustnn of a“common aa

¥ an April, 5,1941, fhis eandidate had
pald ™ his poll tax, Mould he meet the quali-~
of a ¢ of & ocommon wschool dAis-
yiew of ¢ fact that ke was over

81} sy ye o age st the time he was elooted?
1e e 8745, Revised Civil Btatutes of
; Provides that

o crcan shall de trustee who cannot
rud an “write the English language intelligi-
bly, and who has net been a resident of suoh
d4istriet for six months prior to his slestion,
Providing no person shall be qualified as trus-
tee unless hs is a property taxpsyer in thc

distriet to which he u elacted an othe
s _qualified voter dist . e

arer trustes of
cane Bigtly years of
was oleoted a3

istriot in Wilson
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"The trustee referred to adbove can qualiry.
as & taxpayer in the distriot."

. As indicated from the statute gquoted in your re-
quest, no person shall be trustee unless, among other things
required in the atatute, that person is "a qualified voter
in said dlstriot.” ¥From the faots glven in your requeat,
it is obvious that the candlidate for the office of trustes
of & ocommon school district does not hold a pcll tax receipt
for the year 1940 pald on or before Fedbruary 1, 1941,

Article R955, of Vernon's Civil Statutes, glves
the qualifiocations for voting as follows:

"Every person subject t0 none of the fore~
going disqualirications who shall have attained
the age of twenty-ome and who shall be a citizen
of the United SBtates, and who shall have resided
i this State one year next preceding an eleotion,
and the last six monthe within the distriet or
county in which he or she offers to vote, shall
te deemed a qualified elestor, The slectors
living in en unorganized county may vote at e
election preeinet in the county to whioh such
oounty is attached for Jjulioial purposes; pro-
vided thst eny votar who is sudbjeoct to pay a
poll tax under the laws of this State or ordin-~
snces of any oity or town ia this State, shall
have paid said tax befdre offering to vote at
any election in this State and holds a receipt
showing that said poll tex was pald before the
rirst day of Februery next preceding suoh eleo~
tion; and, if saeid voter is exempt from paying
a poll tax and resides in a oity of ten thou-
sand inhabitants or more, he or she must pro-
cure a certifiocate showing his or her exemptions,
as required by this title, « & "

Article 2959, Hevised Civil Statutes of Texas,
1928, provides:

"A poll tex shall be collscted from every
person between the ages of twenty-one and sixty
years who resided in this State on the first
dey of January preceding its levy, Iandlans not
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taxed, persons insane, blind, deaf and dumbd,

and those who have lost & hend or foot, or per-
reoently disabled, excepted., It shell be paid
at any time between the first dey of Ceo:ober
and the first dsy of February following; and

the person when he pays it, shall be entitled

to his poll tax recelipt, even if his other taxes
ars unpsia. "

- In our Opinion No. 0=-1230, this department beld
that in order for a person to be exempt from the payment of
& poll tax, levied as of Januaryy 1, 1939, payable betwsen
Ootober 1, 1930, and Fedbruary 1, 1940, and for the pereon
to be entitled to vote during the year 1940, he must have
been sixty years of age, or over, before January 1, 1939,
and, therefore, a person who beceme 80 years of age in
Qotober, 1939, must have duly paid a poll tax in order to
be entitled to vote in a July, 1940, primary eleotion. We
are enclesing a cocpy of that opinion for your consideration.

Under the proviszions of the above quoted statutes
end the opinion referred to, we are of the opinion that the
person inquired about is not entitled to an exemption from
the payment of poll tax,

You are, therefore respeotfully advised that, under
the faota submitted by you in your request, a oandidate for
the office of trustee of a common school district is not
quelified to serve as & trustes of such common school distrist
for the reason that he is not a qualified voter in said 4l s
trict as required by the proviesions of Article 2745, Revised
Civil Btatutes of Texas, 1988.

Yours very truly
, 1941 ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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